HIS WAY

ON EBAY

Faced with a tight

budﬁet, a determined

omeowner went
bargain huntin
online to outfi

his family’s sleek

new place.
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FOOTLOOSE. awndr Stave Ratnar

got graat an cork Nooring for tha !
bedroams and Bambes focring For tha
rest of the house fram a Canadian com-
pany via the Internet. The Artemide amps
abave the bad, worth $300 each, were
bought on eBay for $125 for the par.
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TURN STYLE ART AND (CONYSOLE HAROWARE SCORE
Tha KWC kitehan Taweat EBay collector’s tams Ratnar bought all tha
i £oma with minor Wncluels 3 Paul Rand daor hardwara on ellay.
scratches, but at $600 lithegraph ($125) and Handle-and-leck sets
belaw retail, Ratner a console by architect that retadl for $80 te
eould overloak the flaws, Gearge Nelsan ($420). S85 cost just $27.

‘OU HAVE TO HAVE A SENSE OF HUMOR IF YOU'RE
buil.!in,nm\"dt'nuu Nru—!’!\gliad When Steve
Ratner'shous
ished,: aumnnnnlhngbrrdmnﬂcrd[hep«nd
owner, “When is the roof going up?™ Even the
bulldinginspectoradmonished, “You knowyou
have the only house like this in Southborough.

Are you from California or something?”
Ratner is used to questions like these and suspectsthat some
folks mayslillbewailin;{farthep‘blr rooftobe deliveredona

flatbed truck, but he Ratner, wholi dentof

the multimedia firm Ivy Crearive, and his wife, Am\ dxe.zmed
of this: ahome suitable for Dwell -

SoSteve Ratner did what few of us would dare: He ordered ev-
erything - from sinks 1o lights to faucets 1o Toilets, everything
- via the Internet, mest of it from eBay. It took him a year to
research and obtain all the parts he needed, using the garage
at his old house in nearby Framingham as a warehouse, “Kids'
parents would come overand marvel at the boxes,” savs Amy,
“I'd say, "Oh, that"s a toilet,"or ‘That s an exhaust fan." "

Steve determined cxac thywhat he wanted and (hcn want\i
for the right price. The Iris recessec
room, for example, retail for
the trim, but he bought 18 for $1 xs.tcn.al on clia\- Uther lighting
fixrures that sell in stores for $68 each, he bought for §25 - for

wo. fth the sell rail, andin

living
a m

sunny, flat-roofed, and modern, where they could livea low-
maintenance lifestyle with their two voung sons, In W m
Ruhl of Ruhl Walker Architects in Boston, they found a perfect
mateh for budget modern. “We gave Will lots of cdlippings to
show him what we wanted,” says Amy. “At cur initial meeting,
he presented his idea, and Tkepe this I shouldn't like the
first thing I see, but I do. Finally Wil said, ‘Tt's OK tolike ir."

“The budget was $150 a square foor,™ says Ruhl, “which for
custom houses around here is very tight, about half the aver-
age cost. We did some quick skerches of a small house - 2500
square fieet. This was tiny by today’s suburban standards. ™

How do you design a small house that feels big? *Eliminate
circulation wherever youcan,” the architect says. “Everything
isusable space. So, instead of separare livi d dining rooms,
wewent withone big space. The double-height areain the plan
is actually quite small, but when you connect it to the second
floor with windows and balconies, you appreciate the volume.
The see-through fireplace makesit feel like they have two fire-
places for the price of one.”

The flat roof, which uses less material thana mn\rnllonﬂ
peaked roofand rey I s, also satl g
am!hurlgﬂgm]s

f the story
- all(hﬁ fixrures and finishes In |he house \mu]d add up. 100,

the hundreds of ions, he says, he never got bumed,

This kind of shopping isn"t for everyone, Tt takes a tremen
dous amount of patience - and tlexibility, since sometimes
“perfect”is less than so. The KW chen faucet, which re
tails for $650 and Ratner found for §75, came with some minor
seratches, but thar was enough to persuade the seller o knock
offanadditional $25.

And while the bargain hunting was labor-intensive for Steve,
iracmually made the process easier for the architect and build-
er.“Wewere happy, because we didn't have to source all of this
stuff."says Ruhl.“S ld get h wha
you'd typically get rnrlh:lmdg:ta!lwame-. He gmbr.mt:lul
thmgs at Home Depot pri

Even after the namrrsmuld nolonger afford his services,
Rubl followed the project, showing up mow and again Lo see
haw the al “T simply loved the
project and enjoved watching it gou,[' hesa\s

Now, sometimes for fun, the Ratners and their boysbuild a
model of the house out of Legos. The flat roof and boxy form
are perfect for the modular medium, and best ofall, they don't
need toorder any special Lego pieces from eBay. @

Rackel Levitt it editor of Boston Home magazine. E-mai herat
i bestonmagazine.com.
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